
 

 

 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We Gather to Worship God 
 

   

Silent Meditation  “Busy is a drug a lot of people are addicted to.”        

                                                                                  – Rob Bell   
 

Words of Welcome  

and Announcements 

 

                                                                       Rev. Darcy Crain  

 

Please sign the Friendship Pad and pass it down the row and 

back, providing the opportunity to greet one another by name. 
 

Organ Prelude  “Petite Piece Concertante”         Rory McDaniel, trumpet 

Guillame Balay (1871-1943)              Rebecca Jones, piano 
 

Choral Introit   
 

* Processional Hymn 
 

 “God reigns O’er All the Earth”                        Hymnal #21 
 

* Call to Worship  Jane Pettit 

One:  Here in this place, a new light is streaming. 
 

All:  Now is the darkness, vanished away. 
 

One:  See in this space our fears and our dreamings. 
 

All:  Brought to us here in God’s light for today. 
 

One:  Let us pray:  
 

* Prayer of Invocation 

(in unison) 

 God we gather as a community to better understand 

your purposes for our life.  Grant us determination 

when we grow weary; boundaries when we find life 

overwhelming, and courage to say no; so that we can 

live into that which we have already answered yes.  

Ground us in you and in the words your son taught us 

to use when praying… 

Robert K. Livingston                  Senior Minister 

Darcy A. Crain                        Associate Minister 

Change of Pace Worship Service:  9:00 a.m. 

Chapel Communion:  9:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. 



* Lord’s Prayer 

(in unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 
 

* Gloria Patri 

(in unison) 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Circle 
 

 Rev. Darcy Crain 

(Children are invited downstairs to church school following the Children’s Circle.) 

 
   

 

Give, Share, Rejoice 
 

   

Offertory Sentences and 

Offertory 
 

 Rev. Darcy Crain 

Anthem  “Brother James’s Air”                          FCC Chancel Choir                

arr. Gordon Jacob 
 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want. 

He makes me down to lie In pastures green; 

He leadeth me The quiet waters by. 

He leadeth me, He leadeth me, the quiet waters by. 

My soul He doth restore again; 

And me to walk doth make Within the paths of blessedness, 

Ee’n for His own Name’s sake. 

Within the paths of blessedness, 

Ee’n for His own Name’s sake. 

Yea, though I pass through shadowed vale, 

Yet will I fear no ill; For thou art with me; 

And thy rod And staff me comfort still. 

Thy rod and staff they comfort still. 

My table thou hast furnished In presence of my foes; 



My head with oil thou dost anoint, And my cup overflows. 

My head thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my days Will surely follow me; 

And in my father’s heart always My dwelling place shall be. 

And in my heart forevermore, thy dwelling place shall be. 
 

* Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 

  

   

 

We Grow in Our Faith 
 

   

* Hymn of Preparation  “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”                                      Hymnal #293 
 

Hebrew Reading  Exodus 18:13-27                                         Pew Bible Page 64 
 

Sermon 

 

 “Antidotes for an Out of Control Life:  

You Can’t Do it Alone”                            Rev. Darcy Crain 
 

Trio 
 

 “Lift Thine Eyes” from Elijah 

Felix Mendelssohn                     

Barbara Scanlon, soprano,  

Rikki Morrow-Spitzer, mezzo-soprano,  

Betsy Hill, alto 
 

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help. 

Thy help cometh from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved. 

Thy Keeper will never slumber. 
 

Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Darcy Crain 

Rebecca Jones, piano 

 

 

 
   



 

We Go Forth to Live and Serve 
 

   

* Recessional Hymn 
 

 “God, We Thank You for Our People”  Hymnal #376 

Charge and Benediction 
 

  

* Choral Benediction 

 

  

* Postlude  “Cappricio”                                    Timothy Huth, organist 

Max Reger (1873-1916) 

 

* Congregation Standing (Please feel free to remain seated if standing is difficult for 

you.) 
 

** Call to worship adapted from Marty Haugen’s hymn, “Gather Us In.” 
 

The flowers on the alter table are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Ruth Jones by Tom & Debbie Bourque. 
 

The First Congregational Church of Ann Arbor extends a cordial welcome and 

greeting to all who have joined us in this service of worship.  Please join us upstairs in 

Pilgrim Hall after worship for refreshments and friendship during our Friendship 

Hour. 
 

Welcoming the Stranger: How Jewish Family Services Resettles 

Refugees in Washtenaw County 
 

Today at 11:15 a.m. in the Mayflower Room, Carolyn Scorpio, from 

Jewish Family Services of Washtenaw County (JFS), will describe how 

refugees are resettled in our community.  The US State Department has 

designated JFS as the agency to resettle refugees in our area. Currently JFS is helping 

refugees from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Democratic Republic of the Congo to return 

to a more normal life.  Ms. Scorpio will discuss the services offered to refugees, the needs 

of current refugees, and what is anticipated regarding resettling refugees in the future.  
 

An opportunity for FCC members to participate in a resettlement drive to help refugees 

will begin on March 11.  For the third year in a row, an Easter Egg Tree will appear in 

the Mayflower Lobby and each “egg” will indicate a specific item or gift card to be 

purchased for the tree.  Gifts should be returned unwrapped on or before April 1. 







The next day Moses sat as judge for the people, while the people stood around him from morning  
until evening. When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, ‘What is 
this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, while all the people stand around you 
from morning until evening?’ Moses said to his father-in-law, ‘Because the people come to me to     
inquire of God. When they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and    
another, and I make known to them the statutes and instructions of God.’ Moses’ father-in-law said 
to him, ‘What you are doing is not good. You will surely wear yourself out, both you and these    
people with you. For the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone. Now listen to me. I will 
give you counsel, and God be with you! You should represent the people before God, and you 
should bring their cases before God; teach them the statutes and instructions and make known to 
them the way they are to go and the things they are to do. You should also look for able men among 
all the people, men who fear God, are trustworthy, and hate dishonest gain; set such men over them 
as officers over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens. Let them sit as judges for the people at all 
times; let them bring every important case to you, but decide every minor case themselves. So it will 
be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you. If you do this, and God so commands 
you, then you will be able to endure, and all these people will go to their home in peace.’ 

 

So Moses listened to his father-in-law and did all that he had said. Moses chose able men from all    
Israel and appointed them as heads over the people, as officers over thousands, hundreds, fifties, 
and tens. And they judged the people at all times; hard cases they brought to Moses, but any minor 
case they decided themselves. Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went off to his own 
country. 





Connect & Act 2018 Community Action Conference 
 

Connect & Act 2018: Building the New Movement for Racial and Economic Justice 

Saturday March 10, 9:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. One day, one place to come together to shine 

light on the connections between social justice issues and to help you take action right 

now. Connect & Act 2018 will highlight the connections between social justice issues and 

movements in a time of crisis. Activity will be focused on the work Interfaith Council 

for Peace & Justice (ICPJ) is already steering with partner individuals and organizations 

in our local community. 
 

Program sessions will focus on a few central themes including Criminal Justice, the 

Environment, the Immigration Crisis, the Poor People’s Campaign, and Strengthening 

our Democracy. Each issue area session will utilize a liberating structure framework to 

connect participants to the content, as well as to each other. You will also learn 

fundamental skills to develop concrete action plans in real time. Breakout sessions will 

offer opportunities for everyone, from the seasoned activist to the new learner! There 

will be intentional networking time and space, as well as good food (by Joyful Treats 

Catering) and great local music. You will learn how to get involved (or deepen your 

involvement) in the most pressing social justice issues of today. Location: Ypsilanti High 

School, 2095 Packard St, Ypsilanti, MI 48197. Cost: $0-$55. Register through Eventbrite 

Sponsorship opportunities and additional information:  ConnectandAct.org. 



Welcome! We are glad you joined us this Sunday and look forward to meeting and getting to know 
you.  Please join us after the 10 a.m. service for refreshments and friendship in the       
Pilgrim Hall lobby and library areas. Please visit our website at www.fccannarbor.org to 
learn more about our church.   
 

Sunday       
Worship 

During our programming year (September through May), we offer our contemporary 
Change of Pace worship service in Pilgrim Hall at 9:00 a.m.  There is a brief 15-minute 
communion service in our Douglas Memorial Chapel at 9:30 a.m.  Our more traditional 
worship service is in the sanctuary at 10 a.m., and is normally followed by refreshments 
and friendship in Pilgrim Hall. Assisted listening devices are available for services held 
in our sanctuary. 
 

Childcare and 
Church School 

Nursery care is available for children newborn to 4 years of age with screened and     
consistent childcare workers. If you’d like to keep your infant or child with you in    
worship, you are welcome to do so. Please feel free to move about during the service as 
needed.  Also, during the 10 a.m. service in our regular programming year, children and 
youth are invited to leave after our children’s circle and attend their church school     
classes. 
 

Luncheon 
Group 

These luncheon gatherings meet monthly on the fourth Monday of each month 
(September through May). They are highly informal, with welcoming and wide-ranging 
conversations, with the hopeful result of the nourishment of both the mind and body.  
The luncheons are held at Knight’s Restaurant on 2324 Dexter Avenue in Ann Arbor.  
Our next luncheon will be on March 26.  Rev. Bob Livingston will be your host. 
 

Tuesday Night  
Series (TNS) 

Rev. Bob Livingston takes the lead with this group.  We meet on Tuesday nights in the 
Mayflower room of the church from 7-8:30 p.m.  TNS is recessing until March 20 when 
we will begin a new series.  Please come and join us if you can! 
 

Text Breakfast We gather with Bob Livingston every Wednesday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the Classic 
Cup Café (4389 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor) for lively discussion based on the upcoming 
Sunday’s scriptural text.  Our next breakfast is scheduled for March 7. 
 

Mind & Spirit 
Book Group 

The Mind and Spirit Book Group is a community of women of all ages. We meet on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month from 10:15-11:45 a.m. in the Mayflower Room. 
Please contact Gail Haynes at gehaynes@aol.com for additional information. 
 

20/40 Our 20-, 30-, and 40– somethings meet on Wednesday evenings.  Our next gathering will 
be March 7 at the church at 6:30 p.m. 

Stewardship As we welcome March, it’s not too early to begin planning for our next stewardship 
campaign: May is Pledge Month. Remember, our annual    stewardship campaign funds 
the church’s operations -- our wonderful missions, quality programming, inspiring mu-
sic, charitable community outreach, and all the fantastic people we have on staff. Don’t 
forget: There are many ways to support FCC.  Donate your valuable time, make a gener-
ous stewardship pledge or commit long term to the Heritage Society. Supporting FCC is 
important. Even the smallest investment makes a huge difference to our church family 
and the Ann Arbor community. Our goal is to have everyone participating in some way. 
Together, we make FCC wonderful. Please consider how you will support the 2018 
Stewardship Campaign. The campaign officially kicks of May 1!   

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 



STAFF 

608 E. William St., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2420 
Office: (734) 662-1679 
Email: office@fccannarbor.org 

Senior Minister  Robert K. Livingston (ext. 554) 
Associate Minister  Darcy A. Crain (ext. 552) 
Minister Emeritus  Terry N. Smith 
Minister Emerita  Dorothy Lenz 
Director of C.E.  Rachel Dudley (ext. 553) 
Music Worship Leader  Terry Farmer (ext. 557) 
Director of Music Emeritus  Willis Patterson 
Organist  Timothy L. Huth 
Organist Emerita  Marilyn Mason 
Pianist  Rebecca Jones 
Hand Chimes  Cindy Bylsma 
Bookkeeper  Nancy Sauve (ext. 560) 
Administrative Assistant  Renee Bovee (ext. 550) 
Wedding Coordinator  Betty Jahnke 
Custodian  Steffen Gelletly 
Sound/AV Techs  Brandon Bovee, 
   Greg Eggleston 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

TODAY IN CHURCH SCHOOL 

Infants and preschoolers are         
invited downstairs to church 
school before the service. 

Children (K-8) are invited to 
church school after children's 
circle. 

Mar. 4 11:00 a.m. AFC Meeting, Meeting Room 
 11:15 a.m. Second Sunday Presentation 
Mar. 6 11:45 p.m. Men’s Luncheon, Knight’s 
Mar. 7 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast, Classic Cup Café 
 10:15 a.m. Mind & Spirit Book Club 
 6:30 p.m. 20/40 Group 
Mar. 8 5:00 p.m. Capital Campaign Donor  

Presentation, Pilgrim Hall 
Mar. 9 12:15 p.m. Lenten Organ Recital Series 
Mar. 11  Daylight Savings Time 
 11:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 11:00 a.m. Congregation Informational Mtg. 
 7:00 p.m. Healing Space 

Mar. 14 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast, Classic Cup Café 
 4:00 p.m. CC Design Committee, Mtng Rm 
 6:30 p.m. 20/40 Group 
Mar. 15  COURIER DEADLINE 
Mar. 16 12:15 p.m. Lenten Organ Recital Series 
   

SUNDAY, MARCH 11 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

11:15 a.m. Second Sunday Presentation 

JFS Easter Tree begins Sunday, March 11.  All 
items must be returned on or before Sunday, 
April 1 for distribution to JFS.  Thank you for 
your generous support of this annual mission! 

Reminder West Siders: 
 

Shamrocks & Shenanigans Ann Arbor will take 
place on Sunday, March 11.  It will impact   travel 
to FCC for those coming in from west of South 
Main.  S. Main will be closed from W. Washington 
to E. Stadium. Stadium will be open to east/west 
traffic.  Additionally, W. Washington and William 
Streets will be closed between S. 1st Street and S. 
Main.  Please use Huron Street to reach State Street 
to access FCC from the north, or Stadium to access 
FCC from the south. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 4 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

8:45 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Informational Congregation Meeting 
Capital Campaign, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Confirmation Class, Meeting Room 

11:15 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

7:00 p.m. Healing Space, Mayflower Room 

mailto:office@fccannarbor.org
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