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We Gather to Worship God 
 

   

Silent Meditation  “Teach me to feel another’s woe, to hide the fault I see, 

that mercy I to others show, that mercy show to me.”  

                                                                 –Alexander Pope 

 

Prelude 

 
 

 “Fugue (from Triptych of Fugues)” 

Gerald Near (1942-) 

 Timothy Huth,  organist 

 

Celebration of 

Community 
 

 Rev. Darcy Crain 

Choral Introit 
 

  

* Processional Hymn 
 

 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”       Hymnal #23 

* Call to Worship  Russel Wicox-Cline 

One: 
 

 We gather to worship God who bids us forward on our 

blessed journey. 
 

All: 
 

 Our journeys are unique, each of us bring our joys 

and triumphs, our suffering and doubts. 
 

One: 
 

 Jesus promises us that God sustains us when our legs 

are weary and our spirits tired. 
 

All: 
 

 We muster our strength through our faith, and in our 

love for one another. 
 

Robert K. Livingston           Senior Minister 

Darcy A. Crain                 Associate Minister 

Change of Pace Worship Service:  9:00 a.m. 

Chapel Communion:  9:30 a.m. 

Traditional Worship Service:  10:00 a.m. 



One: 
 

 We are blessed to journey together as we seek to follow 

Christ in how we live and love. We pray now in one 

voice: 
 

* Prayer of Invocation  Loving and everlasting God, in whom mercy is 

endless and treasury of compassion inexhaustible, 

look kindly upon us as we gather today in worship.  

Increase your mercy in us, that in difficult moments 

we might not despair nor become despondent, but 

with great confidence submit ourselves to Your will, 

which is love and mercy itself.  We pray that your 

Spirit may work in us today - guiding, teaching, and 

challenging us to be merciful in our ways.  Bless us 

now through Christ, who taught us to pray 

together… 
 

* Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever.   

Amen. 
 

* Gloria Patri  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world 

without end.  Amen. Amen. 
 

Children’s Circle 
 

 Rev. Bob Livingston 

(Children are invited downstairs to church school following children’s circle) 
 
 

 

Give, Share, Rejoice 
 

   

Offertory Sentences 

and Offertory 

 

 Rev. Darcy Crain 



Choral Anthem 
 

 “We Want to Know, Lord” 

By Robert J. Powell 

Dr. James Nissen, Director of Music 
 

* Doxology 

 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

* Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Darcy Crain 
 

 

We Grow in Our Faith 
 

   

* Hymn of Preparation  “Teach Me, O Lord, Your Holy Way”      Hymnal #465 
 

Gospel Reading 
 

 Matthew 5:1-12 NLT     

                          

One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and sat 

down. His disciples gathered around him, and he began to teach them. 

“God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of 

Heaven is theirs. 

God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth. 

God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. 

God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. 

God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God. 

God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 

theirs. 

God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say 

all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers.  Be happy about it! 

Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient 

prophets were persecuted in the same way.” 



Sermon 
 

 “The Blessed Journey: The Merciful” 

Rev. Darcy A. Crain 

 

Solo 
 

 “The Lord’s Prayer” 

By Albert Hay Malotte  

  Darren Fedewa, tenor soloist  

Rebecca Jones, piano accompanist 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

 Rev. Robert K. Livingston 

Choral Response 
 

  

 
 

We Go Forth to Live and Serve 
 

   

* Recessional Hymn  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”            Hymnal #43 
 

Charge and  

Benediction 
 

 Rev. Darcy Crain 

Choral Benediction 
 

 

 “Guide My Feet”  

(The congregation is invited to join the choir in singing the choral benediction) 
 

 “Guide My Feet” 

  

Guide my feet while I run this race.  Guide my feet while I run this race. 

Guide my feet while I run this race, for I don't want to run this race in vain! 

  

Hold my hand while I run this race. Hold my hand while I run this race. 

Hold my hand while I run this race, for I don't want to run this race in vain! 

  

Stand by me while I run this race. Stand by me while I run this race. 

Stand by me while I run this race, for I don't want to run this race in vain! 

  

Guide my feet while I run this race. Guide my feet while I run this race. 

Guide my feet while I run this race, for I don't want to run this race in vain! 

 

* Postlude  “Fuga in G moll” 

JS Bach (1685-1750) 

Timothy Huth,  organist 



* Congregation Standing  

(Please feel free to remain seated if standing is difficult for you.) 
 

The flowers on the communion table are given by Pat Brown to the glory of God and 

in memory of Roger Nathaniel Pohl -- pastor, mentor and wonderful friend who 

lived his life with dignity and grace. 

 

 

 We Want to Know, Lord, Touch Our Minds 
Robert J. Powell 

Dr. James Nissen, Director of Music 
Rebecca Jones, Piano accompanist 

  
We want to know, Lord, Touch our minds; 

We want to see, so touch our eyes. 
  

Dispel the dark which confines 
And help us hear the haunting cries. 

  
We want to feel, Lord, touch our hearts. 
And touch our hands that we may serve, 

  
And strengthen life in all its parts, 

Give courage, love, and steady nerves. 
  

Forgive our slowness to accept 
The ways of peace for modern man. 

  
The bombs have dropped while children wept, 

And nations shun Christ’s noble plan. 
  

We want to act, Lord, come inspire 
These lives of ours; Lord, cleanse, refine 

  
Empow’r the self with holy fire 

That man may know the will divine, 
  

That man may know the will divine. 
Amen. 









Welcome! We are glad you joined us this Sunday and look forward to meeting and getting 
to know you.  Please join us after the 10 a.m. service for refreshments and     
friendship upstairs in Pilgrim Hall. Please don’t forget to visit our website at 
www.fccannarbor.org to learn more about our church.   
 

Sunday      
Worship 

During our programming year (September through May), we offer our              
contemporary Change of Pace worship service in Pilgrim Hall at 9:00 a.m.  There 
is a brief 15-minute communion service in our Douglas Memorial Chapel at 9:30 
a.m.  Our more traditional worship service is in the sanctuary at 10 a.m., and is 
normally followed by refreshments and friendship in Pilgrim Hall. 
 

Childcare and 
Church School 

Nursery care is available for children newborn to 2 years of age with screened 
and consistent childcare workers. If you’d like to keep your infant or child with 
you in worship, you are more than welcome to do so. Please feel free to move 
about during the service as is needed.  Also, during the regular program year, 
children and youth are invited to leave after our children’s circle and attend their 
church school classes. 
 

Healing Space Healing Space on Sunday, October 8th (7-8 pm in Pilgrim Hall) will feature music 
by members of Ann Arbor's Threshold Choir. This a cappella choir’s mission is to 
sing for those at the thresholds of life, whether facing illness or death or other 
challenging life experiences. Their songs of comfort and healing are calming to all 
who hear them. Our own choir member Suzanne Hopkins is one of these        
dedicated volunteer singers. The October 8th session will also include both silent 
and guided meditations, a reflection on “PEACE” and a time for prayer. 

 

This new small group meets the 2nd Sunday of each month from 7-8 p.m. in       
Pilgrim Hall. If you need further information, please contact Gail Haynes or Liz 
Larrivee. Input is welcome and all are welcome.  
 

Luncheon Group These luncheon gatherings, hosted by Bob Livingston, meet monthly on the 
fourth Monday of each month (September through May). They are highly         
informal, with welcoming and wide-ranging conversations, with the hopeful      
result of the nourishment of both the mind and body.  The luncheons are held at 
Knight’s Restaurant on 2324 Dexter Avenue in Ann Arbor.  Our next luncheon 
will be October 23. 
 

Tuesday Night 
Series (TNS) 

At TNS, we view and discuss a variety of relevant and interesting theological   
issues.  We begin our fall series of discussions on Tuesday, October 10.  This           
6-week series is based on lectures by popular, fascinating, and renowned Bishop 
John Shelby Spong.  We meet on Tuesday nights in the Mayflower Room from     
7-8:30 a.m. and are currently listening to lectures on the Gospel of John.  Please 
come and join us. 
 

Text Breakfast We gather with Bob Livingston every Wednesday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Classic Cup Café (4389 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor) for lively discussion.  Our next 
breakfast is scheduled for October 11 where we will continue discussing our        
sermon series, “The Blessed Journey,” reading from Matthew 5:1-12. 
 

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 
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Mind & Spirit 
Book Group 

The Mind and Spirit Book Group is a community of women of all ages. We meet 
on the first and third Wednesdays of each month from 10:15-11:45 a.m. in the 
Mayflower Room. On October 18th, we'll continue discussing Seek ing Allah, 
Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi. Please contact Janet Chen at a2janetchen@gmail.com 
for additional information. 
 

20/40 Our 20-, 30-, and 40– somethings meet on Wednesday evenings.  Our first study 
this year is from the UCC “A Listen Up Bible Study” where we will explore       
Ecclesiastes, a four part series that will conclude on October 11.  Our next        
gathering will be October 11 in the Meeting Room.   
 

Second Sunday 
October 8 

Please join us after the 10 a.m. service for the first Contemporary Issues Second 
Sunday presentation for 2017-2018. Rev. George  Lambrides, executive director of 
the Interfaith Round Table, will be the presenter on Interfaith Peacemaking in a 
World of Fear and  Hostility. 
 

While conflict has always been part of the human condition, today’s political and 
social climate seem to illustrate just how prone we are to “not get along”, In this 
context, do people of faith and faith traditions have a significant role in         
peacemaking? Rev. Lambrides will draw from his leadership of the Interfaith 
Round Table and from his knowledge of peacemaking efforts around the world 
to discuss these issues both at a personal and national level.  Childcare will be 
provided.  We hope to see you there! 
 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

CROP Walk Join the 43rd Annual Washtenaw/Ann Arbor CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday   
afternoon, October 15, 2017, at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1400 West Stadium 
Boulevard, Ann Arbor.  Registration is from 1-2 p.m.  The 2K or 10K walks start 
with a service at  2 p.m. 
 

We walk to help the hungry, locally in Washtenaw County and seas.  In 2017,    
the Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice and Church World Service are      
stressing the needs of refugees.  Many small gifts make a big difference. 
 

FCC CROP Walk leader Mary Mostaghim will be collecting donations and/or 
signing interested members up to walk this year after the 10 a.m. service in       
Pilgrim Hall through October 15. To donate non-perishable food items for local 
food pantries, please bring items to the food box in the Mayflower Lobby.  You 
can donate to this year's CROP Hunger Walk or register to walk online at:    
crophungerwalk.org/annarbormi/FCC.  Our team name is First Congregational 
Church. FCC member Suzanne Price is our on-line team leader.  Our fundraising 
goal is $1500.  Please help us make this year's goal as you so generously did in 
2016! 
 

If you have questions about this year's walk or how to donate, please contact 
Mary Mostaghim by email at marymosta@yahoo.com, phone 734-761-5895; or  
Suzanne Price at sunshinespecialstudio@gmail.com or by phone at 734-665-6833. 
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STAFF 

Senior Minister  Robert K. Livingston (ext. 554) 
Associate Minister  Darcy A. Crain (ext. 552) 

Minister Emeritus  Terry N. Smith 

Minister Emerita  Dorothy Lenz 
Interim Director of C.E.  Rachel Dudley (ext. 553) 

Director of Music  James C. Nissen (ext. 555) 

Music Worship Leader  Terry Farmer (ext. 557) 
Director of Music Emeritus  Willis Patterson 

Organist  Timothy L. Huth 

Organist Emerita  Marilyn Mason 
Pianist  Rebecca Jones 

Chapel Organist  Katherine Johnson 

Hand Chimes  Cindy Bylsma 

Bookkeeper  Nancy Sauve (ext. 560) 
Administrative Assistant  Renee Bovee (ext. 550) 

Wedding Coordinator  Betty Jahnke 

Custodian  Steffen Gelletly 
Sound/AV Techs  Russ Wilcox-Cline,  

  Brandon Bovee, 

 Greg Eggleston 

608 E. William St., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104-2420 
Office: (734) 662-1679 
Email: office@fccannarbor.org 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

TODAY IN CHURCH SCHOOL 

Infants and preschoolers are invited downstairs to 
church school before the service. 

Children (K-12) are invited to 
church school after children’s 
circle. 

Oct. 8 9:00 a.m. Circle of Friends Brunch 

 11:00 a.m. 2nd Sunday Presentation 

 7:00 p.m. Healing Space (Pilgrim Hall) 

Oct. 9 5:00 p.m. Investment Committee Meeting 

 6:15 p.m. Trustees Meeting 

Oct. 10 7:00 p.m. TNS (Mayflower Room) 

Oct. 11 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 6:30 p.m. 20/40 (Meeting Room) 

Oct. 12-14 6:30 p.m. Penny Seats Theater (Sanctuary) 

Oct. 15 9:00 a.m. Special Animal Blessings 

Oct. 16 7:00 p.m. Church Council  

Oct. 17 7:00 p.m. TNS (Mayflower) 

Oct. 18 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 10:15 a.m. Mind and Spirit Book Club 

 12:30 p.m. Marketing Meeting 

Oct. 19-21 8:00 p.m. Penny Seats Theater 

Oct. 21 10:30 a.m. Pumpkin Patch Family Ministry 

Oct. 22 11:00 a.m. New Member Brunch (Mayflower) 

Oct. 23 11:30 a.m. Knight’s Luncheon Club 

Oct. 24 7:00 p.m. TNS (Mayflower Room) 

Oct. 25 8:30 a.m. Text Breakfast (Classic Cup Café) 

 7:00 p.m. 20/40 Group Trivia Night 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 
Special Animal Blessings 
(Rain date TBD—Spring) 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

6:00 p.m. JH OWL, Meeting Room 

 OWL Parent Meeting, Mayflower 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:00 a.m. Circle of Friends Brunch, Mayflower 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

11:15 a.m. Second Sunday Presentation 

7:00 p.m. Healing Space (Pilgrim Hall) 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

9:00 a.m. Change of Pace, Pilgrim Hall 

9:30 a.m. Chapel Communion, Douglas Chapel 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Friendship Time, Pilgrim Hall 

 New Member Brunch Orientation 
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